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Non-industrial private forest ownership in Sweden

Of the Swedish land area of 41 million hectare 23 million is productive forestland. 51 percent 
of the forestland is owned by non-industrial private forest owners. Today there are about 
335 000 non-industrial private forest owners whereof around 38 percent are female owners. 

Previous research shows that gender has an impact on Swedish NIPF
ownership considering:

Who, owns the forest
whether an heir has taken over the property or not; sons inherit forest properties to a 
larger extent than daughters

How, the forest is owned
whether the forest estate is singly or jointly owned; men inherit to a larger extent as 
a single owner

What, with reference to size of the property
men owns larger properties
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Forestry activity on male and female owned properties

Particularly, research on forestry activity (Lidestav and Ekström 
2000) show that:

Female forest owners were less inclined to carry out final felling, 
thinning and other cuttings i.e. male owners reported a higher 
occurrence of forestry activity during 1 year than did female 
owners.

Results regarding harvested volumes in final felling, thinnings 
and other cuttings (in total or per ha) did not expose any 
significant differences in harvesting management strategies 
between male and female owners.

Indicate that female forest owners are more inclined to 
regenerate their holdings in general compared male forest 
owners.
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Forestry activity on a property depends on;

Natural conditions reflected 
by the site productivity 
class  and…The forest owner  

(and former owner)

…the present state of the 
forest
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Aim of this study

Are there qualitative differences between male and female owned 
holdings? More specific are forest properties held by women: 

Less productive as a result of poorer mean site productivity? 

Does women have lower standing volume on their properties? 

Does female owned properties have less share of the standing volume in 
older maturity-classes? 
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Material & Method

National Forest inventory data

The inventory is performed on permanent and temporary tracts and a solid statistical 
design assures the quality of the data. Coordinates for the plots are used in order to 
identify ownership categories. 

For this research we have identified single male and female NIPF owners in order to do 
a comparative study of female and male forest owners land.

The plots do not represent the properties, however, the design includes sufficiently 
large number of tracts, and can be considered as representative for female and male 
holdings respectively.
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Mean site productivity 
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Standing volume 



Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Dep of Forest Resource Management

Maturity-class distribution; percentage, area productive forestland
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Preliminary Conclusion

The question addressed was whether the answer to the less frequent harvesting activity found on 
female-owned holdings compared to on male-owned holdings – could be explained by qualitative 
differences between male and female owners holdings?;

Considering presented preliminary results, there are no such indications

Results indicate that women tend to have a longer rotation period

Conclusion, the differences in harvesting activity between male and female owners has
to be found somewhere else than in the forestry-qualities of the holdings
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